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1. Opening remarks 
· The representative of the Secretariat welcomed all participants. 
· Co-chair Magda Gosk explained the objectives of the online consultation and the items in the agenda. 
· The group adopted the meeting agenda by including an extra item for other issues. 

2. Recalling of decision BC-14/5
· Co-chair Gosk highlighted the main requests of the decision from COP-14.

3. Discussion on the suggestions/comments received from parties: 
· The representative of the Secretariat explained the comments received based on the discussions of the EWG in the online consultation of October 2019 (from Argentina, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago and ITI), when the group decided to have an extra round of comments within the EWG only, as well as the comments received in response to paragraph 8 of BC-14/5 decision (from Colombia). 
· The group briefly discussed that the only set of comments which responds to paragraph 8 of decision BC-14/5 was the one from Colombia, and therefore this could be included in the information document being prepared for the OEWG-12 meeting. 
· Co-chair Joost Meijer asked the group to share their views on the use and test the guidelines. 
· Some participants shared information about some of the difficulties in testing the technical guidelines. For example, the lack of capacity of customs’ officers, the lack of equipment (i.e. scanners) for checking shipments, the need for more time, and from the industry, the time required for national governments to align the requirements/conditions presented in the guidelines in their policies and legislations. More specifically for the medical devices industry, the situation has not changed, and business continues as usual. 
· The representative from Colombia mentioned their plans in testing the guidelines in the future, if possible, and their limitations including the lack of technical capacity for customs’ officers, the lack of HS codes for e-waste and used equipment, among others. 
· The representative of Trinidad and Tobago mentioned that the regional center in the Caribbean region will start a new project related to e-waste where perhaps they could include the testing of the guidelines. However, she explained that it may take long to obtain results as this is a 5-year long project. 
· The representatives of Germany and EU explained that the European Correspondents’ guidelines have been updated, to further take into account the Basel technical guidelines. They further stressed that the provisions on the shipment of e-waste actually  are more stringent than the Basel technical guidelines because of the obligations contained in the European Directive on waste electrical and electronic equipment, which were not altered due to changes in the Basel context. 
· The Secretariat should send to the group the link to the European guidelines and information on WCO related documents on HS codes which are relevant to the e-waste entries. 
· After ensuing discussions, the group agreed that little information is available about the use and test of the technical guidelines by countries and by other stakeholders. 
· Members of the group also suggested that regional centers could perhaps help with the testing of the guidelines in their different regions, by reaching out to countries in the regions and proposing collaborative actions in order to test the guidelines. 

4. Discussion of the next steps, including reference to OEWG.
· The representative of the Secretariat briefed the group on the activities that happened since COP-14 and on the OEWG-12 meeting organization. She explained that the meeting is aiming at being held electronically, in a simplified version, with procedural decisions only.
· The group requested the Secretariat to check whether it would be possible to add a paragraph to invite further comments on the use and test of the technical guidelines on a pilot basis in the OEWG-12 decision on these guidelines. The representative of the Secretariat explained that she would try, but could not confirm it, since the preparation of the OEWG-12 decisions was already on-going. 

5. Any other issues
· The representative of Switzerland explained that they, together with Ghana, had sent, in the framework of the ongoing work on the review of Annexes,a draft proposal to the Secretariat to amend Annex II of the Convention, adding a new entry related to non-hazardous e-waste. Switzerland indicated that further presentation of their proposal would be considered in due time.
· After the meeting, the Secretariat should share with the group the draft proposal and the link where it is available on the website. 


6. Closing remarks
· Co-chairs thanked the group for their participation, despite the difficult circumstances the world is in at the moment due to the pandemic. 
· The Secretariat should circulate the summary notes and requested information to the group in due course. 
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